CONCERNING MANNERS
IF A FRENCHMAN WERE TO TALK IN HIS LIGHT-HEARTED WAY
about either God or the Devil at a British dinner party,
he would immediately discover that a knowledge of the
English language is not enough in itself to make conversa-
tion easy.
Every country has its own way of saying things. The
important point is that which lies behind people's words,
and the art of discovering what this is may be considered
as a further step in the learning of languages, of which
grammar and syntax are only the beginning. But if we
listen to words merely, and give to them our own habitual
values, we are bound to go astray*
The Eastern values are particularly different from ours,
and the traditions from which they derive belong only
remotely to our group of traditions: the learning of them
is a long affair. Englishmen have to spend much time
over it, and have a wide range of people in their daily
jobs from whom to gain experience: but to Englishwomen
it is a matter of time and trouble which does not come
naturally into the day's work, and which they therefore
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